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for a fully integrated experience.

Pick a Room: One signature flair to La Casa del
Camino is the thematic array of rooms, ranging from
antiquated Mediterranean-style abodes to contemporary
surf-inspired arrangements. While dining at the Rooftop
Lounge, owner Christopher Keller began brainstorming
ideas that would depict the most current impression of
Laguna Beach, which gave birth to the Casa Surf Project,
where 10 refurbished, custom hotel rooms were individu-
ally curated by seminal surf brands such as Billabong, Rip
Curl, Roxy and more to illustrate a style of surf-meets-
high-design. “It was really time to bring surf culture to a
hotel in Orange County and Laguna Beach is really at the
heart of it all,” says former Quicksilver co-founder and
CEO Bob McKnight, whose company sponsored one of the
themed rooms designed by Angela Tesselaar that includes
an oil painting of an old Spaniard proudly displaying his
Quiksilver surfboard. “It’s the epicenter of surf culture,
art, sculpture and music,” he says.

Enjoy the View: Nestled at the bottom of Cress street,
La Casa del Camino overlooks a patch of churning water
in the distance: Third Reef, the epicenter of Laguna Beach
surf culture. When stronger surf arrives from the south,
guests can enjoy a front row seat to an eruption of surg-
ing waves and hungry surfers quenching their desires.
While The Rooftop Lounge serves as the most ideal place
to admire Laguna’s jaw-dropping coastline, the casa surf
rooms provide equally magnificent coastal viewing. The
yoking of haute-monde culture with boho surf style has
endowed more historical value to the Casa’s rich repertoire.

Grab a Bite: Amongst the beautiful architecture, rus-
tic furnishings and newly customized suites, guests can
indulge their palate at the renowned K’ya Bistro. Served
on small plates, diners can enjoy anything from crispy
polenta to turmeric-spiced fried cauliflower. Additionally,
K’ya complements its beach town ambiance with freshly
prepared fruits de mer dishes like blackened seabass
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coupled with herb risotto. Or, indulge in the signature
coconut shrimp with spicy mango dip and island slaw

that’s sure to satisfy even the most seasoned gastronomes.

After a hot and sandy day at the beach, guests can cool
off during The Rooftop’s happy hour with a mint mojito
and generous plate of Hawaiian ahi poke. The Rooftop is
a fantastic place for people-watching, and popular with
locals wanting to watch the sunset. Above all, it pro-
vides a glorious panoramic view of the glittery Pacific.
(lacasadelcamino.com) —Tess Hezlep and Dante Amodeo

HOTEL JOAQUIN

Opened last fall after a complete renovation of the
delapidated Motor Inn Laguna Beach, the Hotel Joaquin
follows the “soul is our style” ethos of corporate owner
Auric Road’s existing properties: Korakia Pensione in
Palm Springs and Lone Mountain Ranch in Big Sky,
Montana. Named after the original land grant of Rancho
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Opposite page: The Rooftop Lounge at La Casa del Camino; this
page, top left: the front of the historic property, which faces
Pacific Coast Highway; above: The Lost Surf Room features a
Moroccan theme by local designer Christine Hallen-Berg.

Below: Hotel Joaquin's
renovated open-air lobby
and restaurant, Saline,
which looks out over

the Pacific.
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